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- Vital signs 


, Flying high | 
Division of Aeronautics 

< ‘Executive Director John S. 
Penn marked a first for New 
_ Jersey when the American | 
_ Association of State Highway 

: Transportation Officials 
TO) presented him 
996 President's Award : 

on. AASHTO did the = 
at its 82nd Annual — 


_ Division of | 
3 Do Ona oo 
They also NJDOT is playing a pivotal role in the 
Sone _ success of the NJ Performing Arts Center 
NJPAC) that is scheduled to open in 

¢ in October 1997. 
nearly 1995 NJPAC president 
Lawrence P. Goldman identified a ramp 
from I-280 eastbound to Route 21 south- 
bound and signs, signs, signs as key to 
attracting audiences to a magnificent new 
performing arts facility whose offerings will 
rival those of Manhattan’s Lincoln Center. 
_ Over the next five years, the transportation 
investments alone in the Newark area are 
expected to reach $1 billion. These include a 
new viaduct, light rail and Amtrak improve- 
ments. 

Governor Christine Todd Whitman and 
Commissioner Frank J. Wilson have 
embraced the project wholeheartedly. 

_ Because of the state’s $60 million contribu- 
tion this year, the Secretary of State and the 
State Treasurer sit on the NJPAC board. 
__NJPAC, NJDOT, NJ Transit and the 
other agencies, institutions and individuals 
involved with the ramp and sign projects 
cs participate ina partnership called Connec- 
_ tion Newark. They comprise an evolving 
_ organization whose goals are positive, 
meaningful and visible changes for Newark 
and New Jersey. NJDOT’s Harold Neil sits 
on this committee. 
The .3-mile I-280 ramp began construc- 
2 tion in July and will be completed by August 
__ 1997 at a cost of $7 million. By the time 
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Wilson launches 
new sign program 


Commissioner Wilson climbs a ladder and 
personally installs a sign that poses a 
lighthearted challenge to the motoring public. 
This event marked the launching of a program 
designed to make intersections at state 
highways more identifiable to motorists by 
hanging local road names from traffic light 
mast arms. 


= will take a bow at Newark’s 
JNJ Performing Arts Center opening 


the ramp is completed, all 80 new signs 
on I-280 between the Parkway, Turnpike 
and Newark will be installed at a cost of 
almost $1 million. For the first time, 
motorists will have a signed route to each 
of Newark’s destinations. The I-78 signs 
in this area are upgrades to the overhead 
signing projects on the Sign Task Force’s 
schedule. 

The city formed another partnership 
that is finalizing 350 internal “way- 
finding” signs. Designed by the interna- 
tionally recognized Hillier Group, they 
will be constructed and fabricated 
through an NJDOT Local Aid grant for $1 
million and go out to bid in early Decem- 
ber. Look for an unveiling of these new 
signs in early 1997. 

The NJPAC is viewed as the light- 
ning rod for the business investments and 
jobs that will invigorate Newark’s 
economy and be the centerpiece for its 
other academic, artistic and multicultural 
neighborhood treasures. 

Newark is already home to an 
acclaimed art museum, a first class 
public library, an excellent symphony 
hall and the campuses of the University 
of Medicine and Dentistry, Rutgers 
University, Seton Hall University Law 
School, Essex County Community 
College, Science, Military and Washing- 
ton Parks and the Ironbound/Ferry Street 
neighborhood. 


Vital signs 


recently made Friday, September 13 
lucky for motorist Karen Kurlander. 
After her car broke down on I-287 in 
Bernardsville, the Morristown resident’s 
motor club failed to respond to her call 
for assistance. 

Washington took charge. He 
stopped traffic to get the car off the 
road, changed the tire, recharged the 
battery and escorted Kurlander back 
onto the roadway to make sure her 
vehicle was operating properly before 
she went on her way. 

Become aware 

In October (Domestic Violence 
Month), Assistant Commissioner Brian 
Scantlebury led the Department of 
Community Affairs drive to collect 
items desperately needed at domestic 
violence shelters. 

NJDOT has also joined two 
initiatives sponsored by Governor 
Christine Todd Whitman, John R. 
Whitman and the Governor’s Office on 
Volunteerism. Trenton headquarters 
employees will see boxes in the lobbies 
of the E&O, MOB and the F&A 
buildings for the Coat Drive through 
November 27, and the Gifts for Kids 
Drive through December 23. 

Be charitable 

NJ State employees are winding 
down the annual Employees Charitable 
Campaign. If you haven’t given, see 
your office coordinator for details, or 


call Jerie Parker in Human Resources 
at 609-530-6396. 
Choo-sing safety 

Commissioner Frank J. Wilson 
gave the green light for the installation 
of four railroad crossing devices in 
Monroe Township, Middlesex County, 
through Operation Lifesaver (a joint 
venture between NJDOT and Conrail) 
thanks to the work of NJDOT’s William 
Ehnot, Principal Engineer and Diagnos- 
tic Team Leader in the Utilities Bureau. 

Monroe’s Councilwoman Leonora 
Farber praised Ehnot for his outstanding 
professionalism when he was called to 
evaluate traffic control devices 
at four railroad crossings. Ehnot 
recommended improved warning 
devices in advance of and at the rail 
crossings to Conrail, Middlesex County, 
Monroe Township and the School 
Administrator. 

New Jersey law requires motorists 
to stop at least 15 feet from a railroad 
crossing when there are flashing lights, 
bells or flag signals. Buses or trucks and 
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vehicles that carry explosives must stop 
15 to 50 feet from the tracks before 
crossing. 

Depending on you 

Parents of dependent children who 
became 23 years old in 1996 need to 
file a health benefit application before 
December 31. When your dependent 
children celebrate their 23rd birthdays, 
their NJ state workers’ health, prescrip- 
tion, vision care and dental benefits 
programs stop after December 31 of that 
year. 

To have claims accepted after that 
date, you must purchase continued 
benefits for them under your plan 
through the Consolidated Omnibus 
Benefits Reconciliation Act of 1985 
(COBRA). To take advantage of this 
program, and continue health care for 
your children who are 23 years or older, 
see your health benefits coordinator or 
call Lynn Latimer in Human Resources 
at 609-530-4345 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Monday through Friday before Decem- 
ber 3 
Sounds of silence 

Meeting a citizen’s concern about 
effective noise barriers on I-287 south 
in just 72 hours garnered a letter of 
appreciation to Jeff Harvey, Supervis- 
ing Engineer and Mark Maida, 
Principal Engineer of Design Coordina- 
tion. Caroline Petrie of Carteret Trail in 
Basking Ridge, Bernards Township (off 
I-287) contacted Harvey about her 
uneasiness that the noise barriers under 
construction would not effectively deter 
noise in her neighborhood. Maida 
immediately researched the issue and 
provided Petrie with a location plan of 
the proposed noise barrier relative to 
Carteret Trail. NJDOT is actively 
constructing noise barriers in several 
locations along I-287 in Bernards 
Township as part of a current project. 
And then there were two... 

Staff members of the Office of 
Internal Audit (OIA) moved from 
NJDOT’s headquarters to MVS head- 
quarters at 225 E. State St., Trenton, on 
the fifth floor, west wing, according to 
Pat Leahey, Manager. Remaining in the 
F&A building are Richard Powell and 
Alemnesh Tessema. 

To reach Leahey or her staff at the 
downtown location, you can call the 
administrative secretary Celeste 
Giancola at 609-777-4293. To reach 
Powell or Tessema, call 609-530-4636 
or -2276, respectively. 


Transporter 


This move doesn’t affect Manager 
Tom Iannotti and his Internal Audit 
staff on the fifth floor, east wing, of the 
downtown building, where they’ ve 
worked for years. 


_ Day care center 
adds new services 


DOT TOT, the children’s day 
center located at 940 Lower 
: ., Ewing, behind the NJ O 
rters, is expanding its” 


, drop i in aid part-time students ir 
addition to daily care for children 
: weeks through five years old. 
| _ The service is open to < 
of all state employees ; and f 
“small classes with a low stu 
teacher ratio. 
For more informati 
_ Mary C. Innocenzi, E 
Director, at 609- 530-6590 
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New arrivals 


MVS Secretarial Asst. II Chris 
Appleby of the Administrative Support 
Unit and her husband Dean welcomed 
Sean Michael on April 5. Weighing in at 
6 Ibs. 4 oz., Sean joins big brother Ryan. 

MVS Postal Clerk Paul Craddock 
and wife Kimberly welcomed twins 
Cody and Caitlyn on June 23. The duo 
weighed 6 Ibs. | oz. and 5 Ibs. 10 02z., 
respectively. 


Milestones 


Project Manager Edward R. 
Pennell of Project Management 
received his Professional Engineer’s 
license on August 27. As a prerequisite 
to sit for the two-part exam in engineer- 
ing fundamentals, principals and 
practices, the NJ State Board of Profes- 
sional Engineers and Land Surveyors 
requires five years of professional 
engineering experience. 


Many thanks 


Sincere heartfelt thanks from Zack 
Asadpour to all NJDOT people who 
donated benefit time to him. The 
Principal Environmental Engineer in 
Project Management suffered injuries in 
an automobile accident on August 13, 
but will return to work in January 1997. 

Administrative Analyst Linda J. 
Cardell of NJDOT’s Outdoor Advertis- 
ing thanks all who supported daughter 
Stephanie and her after the tragic death 
of her son Michael. “We are eternally 
grateful for the donations made in 
Michael’s behalf. It helped tremen- 
dously with the funeral expenses. Most 
of all, the outpouring of loving comfort 
and compassion from each individual is 
making the healing process easier for 
me and my daughter.” 


Retirees 


Clare D. Berger, Secretarial 
Assistant 2 in Capital Program Manage- 
ment retired in October after 37 years. 
Joining her are Philip Glynn, Construc- 
tion and Maintenance Technician | in 
Regional Operations North, 36 yrs., 3 
mos.; Clifford Heckman, Materials 
Engineer, Capital Program Manage- 
ment, 34 yrs.; John A. Russack, 
Principal Engineer Materials, Capital 
Program Management, 29 yrs., 6 mos.; 
and Anthony Golowski, Safety Special- 
ist 1, MVS License, Registration and 
Inspection, 27 yrs. 


Obituaries 

Geographic Information Service 
Specialist 3 James A. Descoteaux died 
October 8 in Trenton. A Vietnam Era 
veteran, Descoteaux is survived by his 
wife Sharon, mother Constance, sons 
Colin and Evan, a brother and sisters. 

Centenarian Ida M. Hogan died 
October 10 in Lawrenceville. The 
retired NJDOT Chef is survived by her 
daughter Jane Johnston, son James Jr., 
several granddaughters and great- 
grandsons, and friend Sarah Sarvat. 

Retired NJDOT Assistant Foreman 
Dominic Mariconi died October 13 in 
Trenton. The World War II Army 
veteran received the Good Conduct 
Medal, the American Defense Service 
Medal and the Asiatic Pacific Service 
Medal for his service in the China/ 
Burma/India theater. Survivors include 
his daughter Linda, son John, brother 
Americo, a sister, many grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. 

Carolyn Louk of the Central 
Region, died October 15 in Freehold. 
The Secretarial Assistant 2 is survived 
by her husband Gary, sons Gary Jr., 
Ronald and Thomas, her father, 


brothers, sisters and two grandchildren. 


Retired MVS Principal Clerk 


NJDOTer’s attend Yankee playoff game 


Grace Nicholson died October 17 in 
Dover Township. Survivors include 

her son, George UI, daughter Diane 

Cooper, sisters and many grandchil- 
dren and great-grandchildren. 

NJDOT/MVS Tandem Axle Truck 
Driver Richard A. Dale died October 
24 at home. The Air Force veteran of 
the Korean Conflict is survived by his 
wife Dawn, sons Richard W., Michael, 
Les and Darren, daughters Lisa and 
June, a sister, brothers, many grand- 
children and other relatives. 

MVS Supervisor Elizabeth A. 
Ferrara died October 29 in 
Robbinsville. The lifelong Trenton 
area resident is survived by her 
brother, sisters and many aunts, 
nieces, anephew and other relatives. 

Retired NJDOT Division of 
Appraisals Supervisor Horace 
Woolverton died November 4 in 
Ewing. An Army veteran, Woolverton 
served in the European Theater of 
Operations and received the Purple 
Heart, Bronze Star and Distinguished 
Unit Citation. Survivors include his 
wife Marietta, son Ralph, daughters 
Laure and Helen, brothers, sisters and 
several granddaughters. 

Robert J. FitzPatrick of 
Hamilton died November 8 in 
Trenton. The retired NJDOT Adminis- 
trative Analyst is survived by his wife 
Linda, mother Germaine, daughter 
Diane, son Shawn, stepson Peter 
Huybers and two grandchildren. 


Vince Cortese, Contract Administration; Dana Hecht, Corridor Analysis and Tom 
Wospil, Capital Program Control, attended a Yankees-Rangers playoff game in which the 
now World Champion NY Yankees defeated the Texas Rangers 5-4 in extra innings. 
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This Month in Department History | 
Lighthouses oe on NJ Hi 


The tenth issue of The Highwayman, our 1922 
employee newsletter, reported on a revolutionary new 
type of highway warning sign, which would pay for itself , 
by providing commercial advertising space. The NJDOT 
recently launched a commercial logo sign program with 
some similarities that was featured in a story last month. 

The program adopted by the 1922 State Highway © 
Commission was known as the “Highway Lighthous 
It employed a technology developed by the American 
Gas Accumulator Company, which provided unwatche 
acetylene lighting systems for marine service also 
adapted for the Panama Canal. 

The highway version of the lighthouse 
structure topped by a translucent disk th 
flashing red light warnings such as “Dan; 

“Danger oe It Haste oe fc . 


Ray Andrejcik, Sr., a 34-year 
NJDOT veteran, is a man of many 
talents. By day, a mild-mannered 
Principal Engineer in Statewide 
Planning. By night, he turns into 
the “Singing DJ.” 

When he entertained attendees 
at the Department’s 30th Anniver- 
sary Celebration in September, 
many remembered his perfor- 
mances at the Department’s defunct 
holiday parties, accompanied by 
NJDOTers Frank Bridgewater and 
Les Martin. 

Andrejcik’s first brush with ° 
music was at Perth Amboy High 
School when he was introduced to the tenor saxophone. 


Andrejcik 


provided the illumination. — 


gheeldae the Singing DJ 


Discovering that he could sing as well as play, he soon 
found that he was welcome in a succession of musical 
groups. For a time he performed with his brother, Joseph 
(the pair called themselves “First Choice’). 

To fill in between musical sets, Andrejcik began 
spinning CDs to entertain the crowd, thus the “Singing DJ” 
was born. In his spare time he takes his audio equipment to 
a variety of functions, spinning CDs from his vast collec- 
tion, sometimes singing on request and even teaching the 
latest dance steps if the crowd is willing. 

Andrejcik also enjoys writing music and co-wrote a 
song intended for use in a gaming commercial called /’m a 
Winner — You’re a Winner, and recorded it with the Tony 
William’s Platters, a group known for hits like Only You 
and My Prayer. 

Andrejcik and his wife, Carol, live in Mercerville and 
have three children and three grandchildren. 
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